[Mitochondrial nature of cardiomyopathies in children (analysis of skeletal muscle biopsies)].
Morphological characteristics of the skeletal muscle biopsies from 10 children with idiopathic dilatational and hypertrophic cardiomyopathies are described. Methods of light and electron microscopy, histochemistry (mitochondrial enzymes, glycogen, lipids, calcium), morphometry and statistics were used. The presence of specific and nonspecific signs of systemic mitochondrial insufficiency, the character of histochemical distribution of the energetic substrates and the calcium suggest that this insufficiency is the basis of cardiomyopathies pathogenesis.